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SECOND SUNDAY, YEAR A: Isaiah 49: 5-6, 1 Cor 1:1-3, John 1:29-34 
 
Prophet Isaiah speaks of the entire nation of Israel as the light to the nations. 
Paul tacitly reminds the Corinthians that they were called to be saints, thereby 
describing their role as the light in the world, while the Gospel presents John 
the Baptist as a practical example of what it means to be a light. By his lifestyle, 
John the Baptist attracted thousands to repent from their sins.  
 
The first reading tells us that the mission God entrusted to us was given to us 
right from when we were in the womb. The servant of God is called from the 
womb to be a light to the nations so that God’s Salvific purpose may be 
experienced in the furthest ends of the earth. 
 
Following the dismissal of the case against Paul, the members of the 
Synagogue dealt mercilessly with Sosthenes, for this, he took side with Christ 
and became an aide to Paul. We should have a clear sight to the fact that there 
is a reason why we live and what we are now may not be the destination of 
our life journey. We should learn to adapt when changes come. Paul addresses 
his letter to those “called to be saints together with all those who in every 
place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ….” We fall into this group. Our 
calling is to be saints and we constantly call on the name of the Lord Jesus, 
never to loss focus on our destination.  
 
The Gospel reading tells us that John the Baptist pointed out Jesus to his 
disciples and those present as the “Lamb of God who takes away the sins of 
the world.” John faithfully carried out the mission given to him by God to 
prepare the people for the coming of the Messiah. John was a man of truth 
and was never afraid of saying it as it is and at the height of his popularity. 
John diverted all attention to Jesus, pointed out Jesus as the light of the world 
and Lamb of God. Jesus is the Paschal Lamb of the Christian Passover, who by 
his death delivered the world from sin, as the original Passover lamb-blood 
delivered the Israelites from the destroying angel. Jesus is the Servant of God 
described in Isaiah as being led without complaint like a lamb before the 
shearers, a man of sorrow who bore the sins of many and made intercession 
for the transgressions, Isaiah 53. Jesus is the sacrament of reconciliation, the 
only hope for mankind. The sacrament of reconciliation is a place where we 
can experience the love of Jesus for us in our sins. Jesus does indeed take away 
our sins in the sense that through him we have the forgiveness for our sins. 
When we are forgiven, a very real load, a great burden, is lifted from us, and 
we can go forward freely and joyfully. We are given a new beginning. 
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Nevertheless, we must accept responsibility for our sins. When we are 
forgiven, we should expect everything to magically come right for us. Our old 
weaknesses, habits and compulsions may still be with us, we must have a 
change of heart, the implication is that we still must struggle. 
 
John Rose told this story about a beautiful encounter of Archbishop Fulton J. 
Sheen with Agatha to illustrate Jesus as the Lamb of God. When Fulton Sheen 
was a young priest, was appointed as the parish priest in a small parish. One 
summer afternoon, he was sitting in the confessional. A woman came and 
knelt and said, "Hey, Priest! Relax. I did not come to make a confession. I came 
here because of that old lady- my mother, who insisted that I go for confession. 
I will just kneel here for five minutes and then go away." "What is your name," 
the priest asked? "Agatha," she replied. "That's a lovely name, continued the 
priest Agatha means good or kind." The lady giggled and said, "I am a bad girl, 
the worst in this town. I just came out of the prison, and I am in the flesh trade. 
When I was in the prison, I fell for your holy stuff. I prayed to your God to free 
me, but he did not answer me. He was too busy for the likes of us, I suppose. 
Do you want to hear further, asked the lady?" "Yes, go on," replied the priest. 
"Then I prayed to the devil," continued the lady, "I promised the devil that I 
will take nine sacrilegious communions and he should free me. I took 
communion and cursed God. Do you believe, I got freed on the eighth day. 
What do you say to that, priest?" The devil got a good bargain," said the priest, 
"He gave you freedom and then in return he got your immortal soul. But 
Agatha! Believe me, you are not completely lost. You still have love in your 
heart. You are here because of your mother. That means that you still love 
your mother. Anyone with even a little love in the heart is not lost. Stay with 
me here and all this can be blotted out like a bad dream." A faint moan came 
out from her. She started breathing heavily. "That's enough. I am getting out. 
You can't do anything about it," she said. She got up and began to walk out. 
"Stay here and please pray," pleaded the priest. But she went out. As she was 
going out, the priest shouted and said, "I am going to wait for you here, and I 
am sure that you will come back." 
 
 The priest continued in the confessional. He asked everyone who came to the 
Church to pray for a special intention. After all the confessions the priest knelt 
and started praying. Many hours passed. One after another everyone moved 
out of the church. The sacristan put off the lights and wanted to close the 
Church. The priest was still praying. He took the key from the sacristan saying 
that he would lock the church. Hours passed; it was almost midnight. Then he 
heard the same trotting of the sandals. Joy filled his heart. Agatha came and 



3 
 

knelt next to him. She began to weep. She poured out her sins to him. She got 
cleansed. She was a new person again. Hats off to that priest. He forgave and 
reclaimed that lady in the name of Jesus. Jesus- the Lamb, washes away our 
sins by his blood if we allow him. Are you listening or reading this reflection, 
and overwhelmed, Jesus is saying now, “come on to me and I will give you rest. 


